

     Clark Lane Connects
  Clark Lane Middle School                               December 2023


Clark Lane Middle School
Main Office, Press 1
Report Absence, Press 2
Nurse (Health Office), Press 3
School Counseling Office, Press 4
Assistant Principal, Press 5


To reach teachers by email: first initial, followed by 
last name @waterfordschools.org
For example: jsachs@waterfordschools.org


                To view Clark Lane’s staff directory: 


NOTE:  To report your student’s absence, you can 
also email: clms-attend@waterfordschools.org


UPCOMING EVENTS!
Mark your calendars!


Mon., December 4 - End of Trimester 1
Tues., December 5 - Trimester 2 begins (It’s a 
Day 2.)
Fri., December 22 – Early Dismissal PK-12
Mon., December 25- January 1, 2024 – School 
Holiday, No School


REMINDER for ALL 
STUDENTS!


Bring your school-issued 
device with you to school 
EVERY DAY!  Be sure to 


charge your device or bring 
your charger with you!


Also, don’t forget to bring a 
refillable water bottle with you 


to school daily!


    Thank you for your attention! 😊


James M. Sachs
Principal


Tomeka K. Howard
Assistant Principal


Hello CLMS Parents and Guardians,


Thank you for the gift of your support throughout 
Trimester 1!  There are many reasons to celebrate the 
accomplishments of your student.  Be sure to take a 
moment to reflect with your child on everything 
achieved from August to December.  Then discuss the 
goals for Trimester 2.  We are all here to help support 
through effective teaching and learning opportunities.  


Mr. Sachs & Mrs. Howard


GLOW:  There has 
been great 
improvement during 
each lunch wave each 
week.  Keep up the 
great work!


GROW: Please review 
the expectations in 
the Bus & Bathroom 
sections of the 
PRIDE matrix with 
your student(s) to 
support all learners.



mailto:clms-attend@waterfordschools.org





     Connecting with Parents
            December 2023


 Wishing all of our 
students and their 
families a joyous 
holiday season!


Sincerely, 
All of us here at 


Clark Lane Middle School                         


 


Clark Lane Middle School…


Drop off Procedures/Times


Parents may drop off students no 
sooner than 7:15am. Students wait in 
the cafeteria before proceeding to 
Homeroom.
Students who arrive after 8 am MUST 
be signed in at the Main Office (in the 
back of the building) by a 
parent/guardian. Please accompany 
your student into the building.


Early Dismissal Procedure


We ask that you make every attempt to 
NOT dismiss your student after 2:15 
pm, unless a note was given in the 


morning.  It is a disruption to the end of 
the school day and traffic management.


Misplaced something?  
Think you left it at school?  


Check the LOST & FOUND table in 
Clark Lane’s cafeteria!


Wishing you all a safe &







     Connecting with Parents
            December 2023


Eighth grade students in the Leadership class worked hard in the month of 
November to create a display on the tree on the landing of the L-wing sharing 
what students at Clark Lane Middle School are thankful for. Here are some of the 
thoughts shared by our students.


 


Clark Lane Middle School…







     Connecting with Parents
           December 2023


Clark Lane Middle School…


Help Clark Lane Middle School turn 
Connecticut GREEN!  Once a year, 
hundreds of thousands of kids, at 
schools statewide, wear their pajamas 
in solidarity with patients at 
Connecticut Children’s who wear 
theirs for long periods of time while 
enduring treatment. In exchange for 
this privilege, students are asked to 
donate $1 or more.  PJ Day for the 
Kids is a way for you to help those 
who need it most. Join us by standing 
together in support of kids fighting 
cancer at Connecticut Children’s and 
beyond! We look forward to you 
joining us for the 13th Annual PJ Day 
for the Kids on December 8, 2023.


Did you know…Clark Lane Middle 
School has its own cactus garden?  Here 
are some of what you’ll see growing 
along one hallway in our school! 
According to Mr. Sachs, these cacti have 
been here at least eight years!  Wow!  


Trimester One ends on 
Monday, December 4th!
Trimester Two begins 


on Tuesday, 
December 5th.


It’s a Day 2.







     Connecting with Parents
             December 2023


Clark Lane Middle School…


BUY A YEARBOOK NOW!
There’s nothing else like your 


school yearbook! 
ORDER YOURS TODAY! 


www.jostens.com


Did you know…according to the 
Connecticut Children’s Hospital website, 
more than $2.7 million has been raised 
in support of Connecticut Children's 
Center for Cancer & Blood Disorders 
since 2011, with more than $665,000 
raised in 2022 alone?  Wow!


Did you know…there is a 
skylight in the hallway outside of 
Mrs. Bombaci’s room?!  It really 
lights up that area of the building!


    Celebrating Spirit Days at Clark Lane Middle School



http://www.jostens.com

https://www.connecticutchildrens.org/search-specialties/center-for-cancer-blood-disorders/





 Connecting with the Community
           December 2023


Clark Lane Middle School…


Thank you for all of the participation 
in our Stuff the bus event this year! 
Clark Lane Middle School topped out 
donations at 424 items.


We would like to congratulate our first 
place winner, the students in Mr. 
Gionet’s homeroom for topping out 
our donations at 61 boxes of food for 
Waterford Youth Services.


 Photos courtesy   
of Ms. Barnes







      Last year’s (total 2270 pairs) photo courtesy of Mrs. Botteon
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Clark Lane Middle School…
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Clark Lane Middle School…







School Counseling Office
                                                                         December 2023


At Clark Lane Middle 
School, the school 
counselors deliver a 
comprehensive school 
counseling curriculum 
for students in grades 
6-8 that covers three 
primary domains: 
academic, career 
and 
social-emotional 
learning.  Topics of 
lessons include: 
organization and time 
management, bullying 
and social media, 
stereotypes, empathy 
and self-advocacy, to 
name a few.   


Connecting with Clark Lane Middle School’s


Need to see your 
counselor?  


Stop in the School 
Counseling Office and 
set up an appointment 
with Ms. Abate.


Ask the counselors…
What was your favorite class in middle school?


Ms. Chen shares: “Math!”
Ms. Dolce: “My favorite class in        
middle school was art.”
Ms. Dinatali: “My favorite class was math!”


                  Saying Goodbye
After 20.5 years in Waterford Public Schools, our 
sixth grade counselor, Ms. Chen is retiring as of the 
end of December.  Ms. Chen has not only served 
students at Clark Lane Middle School, but also 
served as School Counselor at Waterford High 
School, where she spent most of her career.  Ms. 
Chen pioneered the Practice-CAPT all those years 
ago and began the Peer Tutoring Program, among 
many other responsibilities.  
Before coming to Waterford, which she now refers to 
as her home, Ms. Chen grew up in Taiwan, moving to 
Connecticut in 2000.  
Ms. Chen will be sorely missed by all who have 
worked closely with her over the years. She expressed 
that she will deeply miss her sixth graders and 
working closely with students and staff. 


We wish you the best, Ms. Chen!  You will always have a 
place in our hearts!
Sincerely, 
All your friends and colleagues at Clark Lane







Health Office
  Making Healthy Connections between home and school               December  2023


Connecting with Clark Lane Middle School’s


        What you need to know!
If your child needs a yearly physical, a sports 
physical, health care, vaccines or flu shot 
(available starting October 1st),  we have a 
School Based Health Center.  Check out the 
webpage by clicking on the QR code below:


To directly contact the 
School Health Office, 


call: 860-437-6977


Confidential faxes 
may


be sent directly to the 
Health Office 
860-437-2179


Reminder from the Health Office
In an effort to help keep our school healthy, 


please…


● Stay home when you are sick. 


● Cover your mouth and nose when 


coughing/sneezing.


● Wash hands frequently.


● Avoid touching your eyes, nose 


or mouth.


Also, students should be fever free for a full 24 


hours without medication before returning to 


school!   Thank you!
 


NOTE:
Scoliosis 


Screenings will 
continue this 
month for 7th 


grade girls!


Don’t forget!  If your child 
has any injuries,  please make 


sure you report it to the 
Health Office.







News from IT
                                            
December 2023                   especially for Clark Lane Middle School


   Literally connecting us all…


Students are REMINDED to bring 
their devices to school every day, 
preferably charged and ready to 
go!  There is a limited number of 
Chromebooks for students to 
borrow throughout the day on a 
first come, first serve basis.  


Students who need to borrow a 
Chromebook should go to library 
after checking in at homeroom!  


For information about Waterford 
Public School’s 
One-to-One Device Program, click 
on the QR code here: 


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION: 
In the One-to-One Device Program will students 


be getting new devices?
Students in Grades 4 - 12 are issued a Chromebook. These 
devices are used by students for up to five years. Students are 
expected to take home this device each night to access 
homework assignments and school resources. They are also 
expected to bring it to school each day, charged and ready for 
use.


● At the beginning of each school year, students entering 
Grade 4 will be issued a device.


● At the beginning of each school year, students entering 
Grade 9 will return previous devices and be issued new 
ones.


Mrs. McKenna 
is available for 
tech support at 
CLMS on 
Tuesdays & 
Thursdays.
Or, if you’re 
having trouble 
with your 
Chromebook?  
Email: 
Techsupport
@
waterford
schools.org


FYI: Online gaming is not allowed on the 
school issued device unless you have been 
given permission by a teacher or school 
staff member.











News from IT
                                            
December 2023                  especially for Clark Lane Middle School


   Literally connecting us all…


Tips to care for your device in the cold weather
With the winter season almost upon us, it's crucial to take extra precautions to protect 


our laptops from the cold weather. Here are seven tips to ensure that your laptops stay in 
optimal condition during the colder months:


1. Keep Devices in a Warm Environment: Cold temperatures can impact your device's 
battery life and overall performance. When not in use, store your Chromebook in a 
warm indoor environment and avoid leaving it in cold cars or other unheated 
spaces.


2. Allow Devices to Acclimate: If you're moving your device from a cold outdoor 
setting to a warmer one, let it acclimate gradually to prevent condensation. Place it 
in a protective case or bag until it reaches room temperature.


3. Invest in a Quality Device Sleeve or Case: Provide an extra layer of insulation by 
using a sleeve or case. This can shield your device from temperature changes and 
offer additional protection against potential bumps or scratches.


4. Prevent Moisture Exposure: Moisture is the enemy of electronics. Ensure your 
device is dry before using it, especially if it has been exposed to snow or rain. Wipe 
it down with a dry, lint-free cloth to remove any moisture.


5. Mind Your Power Source: Cold weather can affect battery life. Keep your device 
charged and consider carrying a spare battery or a portable charger, especially if 
you anticipate extended periods outdoors.


6. Backup Your Data: As a precautionary measure, regularly backup your important 
data. In the event of any unexpected issues due to cold weather or other factors, 
having a recent backup ensures the safety of your crucial files.


7. Update and Maintain: Winter is a good time to ensure that your device's operating 
system and antivirus software are up-to-date. Regular maintenance, such as disk 
cleanup and software updates, can contribute to smooth performance.


Taking these steps will not only protect your laptops but also contribute to their 
longevity and sustained performance during the winter months. If you encounter any 
challenges or have questions, please don't hesitate to reach out to our IT support team.


Thank you for your attention to these cold weather tips.                                                               


Let's keep our devices in top shape and ensure a productive winter season.







     December 2023
Egret Team 


Connecting with our 6th grade


Egret Team News
The Egret Team visited the Groton Bowling Center on November 9th. Students 
had a blast as they celebrated their transition to Clark Lane Middle School and 
bonded with their classmates. They supported and cheered for each other and 


some bowled for their first time! Extraordinary!


We also gathered as a team for our first official team meeting this past month.  
We discussed our successes so far and reviewed some Pride expectations as well 
as some areas we need to focus on to make our time here not only academically 
successful, but also enjoyable. We watched a slideshow as well as some talents of 
some of our students, including singing and Rubik's cube challenges.


Photo courtesy of the Egret Team teachers







     December 2023
Heron Team 


Connecting with our 6th grade


Heron Team Update
The Heron Team will be going on a trip to Groton Bowling Center on Tuesday, 
December 19, from 8:45 - 11:15 am.  All trip details are included on the permission 
slip which has been sent home with students and is due back by December 12.  We 
are all looking forward to having some fun to celebrate a great first trimester at 
Clark Lane Middle School!


                        6th grade Social Studies News


As we wrap up Unit 1 "Geography Launches Our Journeys", sixth grade social 
studies teachers would like to say Thank You to all the parents/guardians for 
helping your student trace their geographic roots, or those of a family friend. 
Through the sharing of the final projects, students now have a deeper 
understanding of where they came from and a greater appreciation of where 
others have come from as well.  Everyone had a unique migration story to tell,  and 
it was fascinating to hear them all!


  Sincerely,  Christine DeVito & Diana Corazzelli







     December 2023


  7th grade Science News
Osprey science students researched 
scientists of the past and their 
contributions to science. Students 
created a graveyard to commemorate 


the masterminds. Very cool! Thank you 
for sharing, Mrs. Quiles.


 


Osprey Team 
Connecting with our 7th grade


Osprey science students recently 
studied cell processes such diffusion, 
osmosis, photosynthesis, and cellular 
respiration. Students participated in a 
video based project where they used 
real data collected from Costa Rica to 
calculate photosynthesis rates in the 
canopy and forest floor. Students also 
wrote a formal lab report after studying 
the effects of vinegar, Karo syrup, 
colored water and salt water on the 
mass and circumference of a chicken 
egg. 


Photos courtesy of Mrs. Quiles


Did you know…according to the 
National Wildlife Federation,after an 
osprey catches a fish, it arranges its 
feet to turn the fish so it faces 
head-first?  This reduces aerodynamic 
drag, making the fish easier to carry as 
the osprey flies off to its nest or 
another perch to eat the fish. For more 
information, visit: 
https://www.nwf.org







 December  2023
Sea Star Team 


Connecting with our 8th grade


The Sea Star Team will be going on a field 
trip on Thursday, December 7th to 
Providence to see A Christmas Carol.  We 
will be leaving Clark Lane at 8:30 am and 
returning in time for busses.  Students 
will attend the first half of their F period 
class that morning and we will call for 
them halfway through their class.  They 
have been told that they are responsible for 
any missed assignments.  


Bring a 
bagged 
lunch!


Here is a picture of the Sea Star Team 
from their outing to Fort Trumbull 
last month!
                                        Photo courtesy of Mrs. Joyner


Sea Star Team News
After reading The Outsiders in November, Sea Star students dressed as Greasers or 


Socs, based on the role that was randomly assigned to them. What fun!  


Photos courtesy of the Sea Star Team







 December  2023
Terrapin Team 


Connecting with our 8th grade


Terrapin Team News
Terrapin Team students will be traveling to 
Providence on December 21st to see Trinity Repertory 
Company’s production of A Christmas Carol. This 
experience will help us prepare to write our own 
one-act plays after the holiday break. Students know 
they are responsible for making up the work they will 
miss in their C and F period classes. Please email Ms. 
Sheridan at bsheridan@waterfordschools.org with 
any questions.


REMINDER! 
Students, please 
remember to bring a 
bagged lunch (no glass) 
for after the show!


Did you know…
terrapins are said to be 
turtles that spend time 
both on land and in 
(mostly) swampy 
water. The word 
“terrapin" comes 
from an Algonquian 
Indian word meaning 
“a little turtle." 
Turtle, tortoise and 
terrapin then are all 
names for the 
hard-shelled reptile.  
So, in a nutshell, or 
rather a turtle shell, 
they're all turtles. 


               8th Grade Math News
Students in 8th grade math have been 
introduced to the Thinking 
Classroom Model!  Some days you 
will find them standing the entire 
period working in random groups of 
three using vertical surfaces.  This 
encourages students to collaborate 
with peers whom they may not 
normally get an opportunity to work 
with while allowing them to see the 
work of other groups.  The problems 
can be difficult; however, the 
students have done a fantastic job 
rising (literally) to the challenge!


Photos courtesy of Mrs. Eident



https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/whats-the-difference-between-turtles-tortoises-and-terrapins#

https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/whats-the-difference-between-turtles-tortoises-and-terrapins#

https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/whats-the-difference-between-turtles-tortoises-and-terrapins#





       Art Department                                                              
December 2023


Art News
The CLMS Community Murals located in 
the M-Wing of Clark Lane Middle School 
is a dedicated space for 8th grade students 
and staff to purchase an individual mural 
space for $10.00. The donation helps to 
offset the costs of paint and materials 
involved in preparing and producing this 
mural. 


Our Community Mural provides an 
opportunity for our 8th graders to design 
and paint a mini-mural before they move 
up to high school, leaving a visual legacy at 
Clark Lane Middle School.  Contact Mrs. 
Provo-Parker at CLMS for details.


     Connecting with Clark Lane Middle School’s 


CLMS Art Department Wish 
List


Gift certificates for paints and painting 


supplies are always welcome!


Grade 8 Murals class is currently 
working on a sea life mural to 
beautify the cafeteria.  Here is what 
they’ve completed so far!


Painting 8 class has been working 
on landscapes.  Here is some of their 
work.







       Art Department                                                              
December 2023


     Connecting with Clark Lane Middle School’s 


Did you know…the hallway leading to the Art Room is filled with murals 
completed by students that were started around the time of Covid? Art students 
continue to fill the walls with them today! How spectacular!







Family & Consumer Science
 @ Clark Lane Middle School                             December 2023


Did you know…that the flavor of 
sweet foods is enhanced when they are 
served on white plates while savory 
flavors are enhanced when plated on 


black plates?  Who knew?! 


Advanced Culinary Skills students had a 
chance to learn about and practice 


simple plating techniques…fun was had 
by all!


Students in Culinary Skills classes 
recently worked together to prepare an 


Italian Buffet Dinner! Wow! Great work!


Connecting with 


Photos courtesy of Mrs. Loguidice







                Music Department
                    December  2023


Spread the word!
Clark Lane Middle School’s 
Jazz Band meets on 
Tuesday mornings before 
school. If you play a band 
instrument, guitar, piano or 
bass, see Mr. Robarge for 
more information!


  Connecting with Clark Lane’s


Way to go 
to the following 


Music students
who auditioned for the 


Connecticut Eastern Regional Music Festival 
in Killingly on Saturday, December 2nd. 


Each audition represents many hours of hard 
work, musicianship, and learning over the past six 


months. We are proud of all of you!


CONCERT DATES
Winter Concert for Grades 7 
and 8 is on Tuesday, January 
30th


Winter Concert for Grade 6 
is on Wednesday, January 
31st


More information will be shared                    
as those dates get closer.


Thomas Dignazio            
Aitana Vega                       
Ivanka Haglund                    
Lily Adams                       
Maddie Jadamec                 
Leah Motola                     
Cecilia Nichols                     
Luca Neyarapally           
Natalie Sharrio           
Marykate Turner            
Aubrie Willis                    
Brielle Cole                 
Alexander Pearson           
Hope Fagan                 
Alexander Lansing       
Weston Smith                
Cooper Grgurich 


Connor Webster              
James Hurrell                
Declan Fagan                   
Elijah Nowland        
Sebastian Pirruccello  
Thomas Roberge               
Noah Bartlett                   
Alexis Cooley-DeGrasse    
Nathanael Greene          
Casey Jadamec                       
Lily Palazzo                        
Riley Roenke                 
Aubrey Tucker                   
Cecilia Balarezo             
Kaelyn Barricklow                
Logan Couture                   
Jiaqi Liao







Physical Education Department                                                                         
December  2023


A message from the PE Team at Clark Lane
Attention families!


If you know that your child is missing any clothing that was left at school, please 
ask that they take a look in the gymnasium lobby.  We will be donating ALL 
clothing left in the gym and locker rooms to Waterford Youth & Family Services for 
families in need on December 22nd.


-PE Team


Ms. Shannon, Mrs. Livingston & Mr. Lloyd


     Connecting with Clark Lane Middle School’s 


Attention 


Clark Lane Swimmers


Swim team practice days/times 
beginning Monday, November 27th are 
Monday and Wednesday from 
4:45-6pm and Saturday 10-11:30am. 
Parents are responsible for drop off and 
pick up at Waterford High School for all 
practices beginning 11/27. 


Please reach out to Coach Gathy with 
any questions. 
clmsswimcoach@outlook.com


Hope you have a great season!


Did you know…Clark Lane 
Middle School has a Fitness room? 
Physical Education teachers use this 
room for students to understand about 
personal fitness and exercise, using 
specialized machines.   This room is 
also used by PE teachers for regular PE 
classes as well.  There is a special 
elective called Personal Fitness also 
taught in this room that students can 
sign up for. Ask your School Counselor 
for more information. 
What a great space!







En la clase 
de español


6th graders will start their 
Spanish class by learning 
about their teacher through a 
presentation that is all in 
Spanish! They will be surprised 
how much they are able to 
understand! Later on, they will 
learn to introduce themselves, 
how to greet and say goodbye 
in Spanish. 


7th graders have started their 
second unit and are working 
on describing themselves and 
others, personality wise.  This 
will prepare them to to talk 
about their families and family 
members.  They will start to see 
more verbs (conjugated) in 
context and they will learn to 
describe people’s physical 
characteristics as well. In this 
unit,  we will also explore 
families and their dynamics in 
Spanish speaking countries. 


8th graders are ready to start 
our new unit! We’ll be focusing 
on the irregular verb IR - to go 
in order to share information 
about places they go to during 
their free time. They will also 
learn to ask information 
questions to exchange 
weekend plans.


       WORLD  LANGUAGE  NEWS 


Dans la classe de 
français


6th graders will start 
the new trimester learning 
about cognates. They’ll 
actually read a short story, 
completely in French
on their first day of class! Ask 
them about it! We will start out 
the trimester working on 
greetings and farewell 
expressions and talking about 
stereotypes.  Ask them in a week 
or so to share what they’ve 
learned so far!
7th graders are moving 
steadily through Unit 2, 
conjugating verbs, discussing 
likes and dislikes and other 
activities they do and most 
recently we’re focusing on 
sports vocabulary.  Soccer, 
known as football in France, is 
the most important,most 
followed, and most played 
sport in the country.
8th graders are still working 
on descriptions of people’s 
physical characteristics and 
have most recently learned 
body part vocabulary. We’ll be 
focusing on the irregular verbs 
avoir and être, which they 
should be studying regularly in 
order to memorize these 
irregular verb conjugations! 
They’ll also be reviewing forms 
of the contraction à which they 
learned last year! Studying 
vocabulary on a nightly basis is 
expected!


A classe linguae 
latinae


6th graders 
will begin the trimester by 
looking at Latin root words and 
cognates, to recognize how 
much Latin they already know! 
They will soon begin learning 
some geography of Ancient 
Rome, and about Mt. Vesuvius. 


7th graders 
are finishing up their unit on 
Roman dining – in this unit, 
they’ve learned about the 
layout of Roman homes (you may 
have seen them working on a 
project building one!) and they 
also explored common foods 
eaten by the Romans, and their 
customs before, during, and 
after meal time in Ancient 
Rome. You can ask them the 
types of foods the Romans ate 
that we still do now, and also 
the ones that we don’t!


8th graders 
have just completed their unit 
on the Trojan War. In addition 
to a new set of vocabulary and 
the imperfect and perfect verb 
tenses, students explored the 
epic poem, the Iliad, and the 
mixture of fact, fiction, and 
mythology that pervades the 
story. The Romans came from 
refugees of Troy, and this 
leads us into our final unit 
where we read the Aeneid, the 
founding story of the Romans. 


Connecting our corner of the globe to yours 
December 2023


Clark Lane 


Middle School’s







CONNECTIONS CLUBS
  After School Clubs @ Clark Lane Middle School    December 2023


The Connections Program offers a variety of afterschool 
clubs for students here at Clark Lane Middle School. These 
clubs offer students the ability to get involved in activities 


they enjoy after school and to meet new people and connect  
with the school.  
Generally, club meeting days & times are announced over the 
morning announcements; however, there is also a bulletin 
board outside of the Assistant Principal’s office where staff 
members post club flyers! Students: be sure to check this out!  


Feeling Stressed?
 Come join the Stress Free Club!


Stress Free Club meets every 
Wednesday in the back of the library 
through the first week of February. 
See Miss Koning for more 
information!


Interested in joining 


Clark Lane’s Gaming Club?
This club meets on Mondays in 
Room M101.  Come find out what it’s 
all about! Join Corn Hole 


Club on 
Mondays!
See Mrs. Long 
or 
Mr. Nevins 
for more 
information!


Late Buses…What you Need to Know
Late buses run Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays unless there is a faculty 
meeting, which is typically the first 
Monday of the month.  If late buses are 
not running on a particular day, it will be 
announced.  Students take the late bus 
that goes to their area of town.  
Students will be issued a bus pass from 
the adult they are staying after school 
with, or they can get picked up in lieu of 
taking a bus. Late buses arrive at school 
at 3:40 pm.  







CONNECTIONS CLUBS
  After School Clubs @ Clark Lane Middle School    December 2023


Perler Bead Club meets on (most) Tuesdays.  The 
upcoming meeting dates are:
December 5th, December 12th & December 19th
Come join us!  Sign up in L200. 


Listen for announcements!
Our club met on November 14th and the theme 
for National French Week was anything French! 
Though there is a weekly theme, students do not 
necessarily have to make something based on 
the theme. Here are some of the club members and 
their designs:


Clark Lane’s GSA Club meets every other Tuesday 
after school for the entire school year.
Mr. Higgins and Mrs.
Heller are co-advisors. Listen to the morning 
announcements for more information or just stop 
in to join us!


 


 Baking Club Update


Baking Club participants had 
a chance to prepare and enjoy 
some seasonal Pumpkin 
Chocolate Chip Muffins at a 
recent meeting.  Our next 
meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, December 11.  Listen 
to the daily announcements for sign 
up information.


MATH 
COUNTS


This club meets on  Tuesdays 
after school in S105.  
Competition coming up in 
February. Mrs. Joyner is 
looking for students to 
participate!


Come check it out!







CONNECTIONS CLUBS
  After School Clubs @ Clark Lane Middle School    December 2023


Join us for Rubik’s Cube Club!  


This club meets Mondays after school.   In 
December, we will meet on the 11th and the 
18th.  Come to work on a mosaic, learn how 


to solve a cube or race others for fastest times. 
See Mrs. Joyner for more information! 


 At Clark Lane United, we're dedicated to 
fostering a sense of belonging and 
community. Keep an eye out for signs we 
created & placed throughout the school 
grounds, each designed to reinforce the 
importance of unity. It's our way of ensuring 
every member of the Clark Lane community 
feels respected and valued!


This group of students has set 
up various Dress-Up Days for 
the month of December!  Click 
the link for more information!


Student Council is also selling 
Waterford baseball hats!  Get 
yours today in the Main Office.


For information about joining 
Student Council, listen to the 
announcements or see Ms. 
Barnes in S112.


Meetings are 
Wednesdays 
after school in 
S106.


Come                                                                                                                                                                    
join us! 


Photos courtesy of Mr. Nemeth
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Students from the French Club offered a variety of activities 
to celebrate National French Week at Clark Lane Middle School. 


3rd place
Riley Roenke


2nd place
Sadie Silvestri


Seventh grade French students made 
posters that represented this year’s theme: 


All Around Me, la Francophonie!


French Club 
students 


hosted fun 
days during 


the week!  
One day was 


Wear a 
Mustache 


Day!


1st place: 
Kimi De La Torre


French Club students hosted a trivia competition during 
homeroom over the morning announcements.  Mrs. 
Morosky’s 7th grade homeroom won, breaking the tie with 


Mrs. Venditti’s 6th grade homeroom!     Félicitations!


Here are a few other posters submitted by students!







CONNECTIONS CLUBS
  After School Clubs @ Clark Lane Middle School    December 2023


Students and staff gathered after school during National French Week        
to paint a version of Henri Matisse’s Open Window,  Collioure, led by 


Clark Lane’s Art teacher, Mrs. Provo-Parker.
Here are some of the “artists” hard at work!







CONNECTIONS CLUBS
  After School Clubs @ Clark Lane Middle School    December 2023


And here are some of the finished works of art! (The original painting is 
in the center.) Thank you to Mrs. Provo-Parker, for volunteering your 


time after school to lead us in this painting.  Great job by all!







Connecting with Staff
                                                                         December  2023


In each of our monthly issues, we’ll 
introduce you to our staff here at 
Clark Lane Middle School and 
give you a little up close and 
personal.  In this issue, you’ll also 
meet the following NEW staff 
members:
Debora Goldberg, Library
Amy Smith, Paraprofessional


Clark Lane Middle School


This month’s 


This is Mrs. DeVito’s 28th year in 
WPS and ALL OF THEM have been in 
6th grade!  Wow!  Mrs. DeVito moved 
to Waterford when she got married 
to raise a family. Her daughter 
Emma went through the Waterford 
system and is now a freshman at URI 
and daughter Ella is in eighth grade.
Mrs. Devito enjoys running/walking, 
going to the beach, traveling, spending 
time with family and friends and 
hanging with her cat: Tito DeVito! Mrs. 
DeVito also shares that she        is 
looking forward to “getting to know 
my new group of 6th grade Heron 
students”.


Some of her favorites:
Favorite Day of the Week? Friday 
Favorite Candy? Peanut M&Ms
Favorite Food?  Anything Italian!


Favorite Holiday? Thanksgiving
Favorite Season? Summer


Did you know…
Clark Lane Middle 
School has an 
unofficial mascot? That’s right!  And 
you’ve probably seen him!  It’s 
Clark the coyote!  Clark came to 
CLMS about five years ago, was 
named by students and stands guard 
out in the field to deter the geese, 
who unfortunately like to visit the 
field behind the school. 


Mrs. 
DeVito


6th grade, 
Social Studies


C102


Here’s Clark hanging 
out in the field 
behind the school.
Photo credit to 8th 
grader: Alexis 
Cooley-DeGrasse
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Clark Lane Middle School


This month’s 


                 


Mrs. 
Eident


8th grade, Math
               S107


This month’s 


        Mr. Nevins
Special Education


                                 S100


                  


Mrs. Eident, who grew up in Ledyard, 
CT, is in her 17th year in WPS.  As for 
her hobbies, Mrs. Eident shares, 
“These days, watching a lot of soccer, but 
we also like to bike ride, golf and  travel 
as a family.  I like photography and I 
decorate cakes too!”
Mrs. Eident spent the summer 
surrounded by family, including her 
husband (who is also a teacher) and 
their three kids: Sadie, Finn and 
Keegan, traveling to Falmouth in Cape 
Cod and planning and prepping for 
birthday parties too.
Mrs. Eident has two cats: Stormie and 
Scout and fish.  Her catfish had LOTS of 
babies this summer.   Some of the 
babies can be seen in the aquarium in 
the Main Office at Clark Lane.  
  
Some of her other favorites:
Favorite Season? Winter - I love the 
snow!


Favorite Holiday? Halloween! 


Mr. Nevins attended UCONN and 
Keene State College in New 
Hampshire and is in his fourth year at 
CLMS.  He enjoys  playing golf, 
drawing, drone photography and 
walking the Niantic Boardwalk with his 
wife and daughter.  Mr. Nevins spent 
most of his summer teaching ESY.  
When asked what he’s looking 
forward to this year, Mr. Nevins 
shared, “I’m looking forward to 
watching my students grow.”


Some of his favorites:
Favorite Candy? Sour Patch Kids


Favorite Season? Fall
Favorite Food? Anything from 
Explorers Café
Favorite Holiday? Christmas
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Clark Lane Middle School


Ms. Smith
       Paraprofessional
               


                         Ms.
              Goldberg 


                        Library 


Ms. Goldberg joins us this year in the 
Clark Lane Library and grew up in 
Waterford and Ludlow, VT where she 
spent her days skiing.  Her summer 
was filled with boating and traveling 
with her three kids. In fact, her 
children are/have been  Waterford 
students. FUN FACT: Ms. 
Goldberg’s dad was the principal at 
Clark Lane for over 30 years! Wow!
Ms. Goldberg enjoys her two toy 
poodles: Chester and Olive.  She likes 
to spend her free time outside with her 
children hiking, boating and at the 
beach. 


Her other favorites include:
Favorite Food? My grandmother’s palitos de 


queso and my mom’s tzimmes


Favorite Candy? Manjar blanco
Favorite Book? The House of Spirits


Favorite hot beverage? Tinto con panela


Favorite Day of the Week? Saturday


Welcome, Ms. Goldberg!


NEW


Ms. Smith is new to Waterford Public 
Schools and was drawn to Clark Lane 
Middle School  because one of my 
daughters goes here. She  grew up in 
Central Illinois.  Ms. Smith recently 
graduated from Southern New 
Hampshire University with a degree 
in Graphic Design.  How exciting!


She enjoys crocheting, drawing (both 
digital and traditional) and playing 
video games. Ms. Smith also shared 
that at the beginning of the 
pandemic, her family adopted a cat 
named Grey.


Her other favorites include:       
Favorite Candy: Hi-Chew           
Flowers or Chocolates: CHOCOLATE! 
Favorite Hot Beverage: Mocha 
Latte                                               
Favorite Subject in Middle School: 
Art!  No surprise there!


Welcome, Ms. Smith!                               







 
   Making connections through food…                                December 2023


In this edition of the Clark Lane 
Connects, you’ll “meet” more of the 


students from the Explorers Program and 


Explorers Elective who help make The 
Explorers Café such a huge success at 
Clark Lane Middle School.


Meet more of the Explorer’s Café Crew


 


My name is 
Noraia. I have 
been working in 
the café for two 
years.   My 
favorite job is 
doing deliveries. 
My favorite 
thing to eat is 
the boxed 
breakfast and 
leftovers! Yum!


My name is Josh.  
This is my 
second year in 
the café. My 
favorite job is 
making tater tots! 
My favorite job 
is drawing on 
the coffee cups! 
My favorite 
thing  to eat is 
hotdogs! 


My name is 
Neriah.  I just 
started working 
in the café!
My favorite job is 
boxing the orders. 
My favorite thing 
to make and eat is 
eggs! Yum!


My name is Tyler.  I 
have been working 
in the café for one 
year. My favorite 
thing to eat and 
make is bacon! My 
favorite job is 
being a waiter and 
serving food to 
everyone. 


My name is 
James and this is 
my first year 
working in  the 
café.  My 
favorite job is 
chef.  My favorite 
thing to eat is 
bacon. 
My favorite 
thing to make is 
eggs.  My 
favorite part of 
the café is 
making food for 
the teachers!


               
    


My name is 
Callan.  This is 
my second year 
working in the 
café. My favorite 
job is doing 
delivery.  My 
favorite thing to 
make and eat are 
the tater tots!  
My favorite part 
of the café is 
eating tater tots 
and delivering 
food! 


Stay tuned to meet the rest of our “staff” 
in next month’s edition of the Clark 
Lane Connects!


My name is Audrey. This is my 
first year in the café!  My 
favorite job is being a waiter. 
My favorite thing to make is 
bacon. My favorite part is when 
teachers come to order!







What’s Cooking? 
   in Clark Lane Middle School’s cafeteria                      December  2023


Students riding the bus 
who want breakfast in 
the morning should 
report directly to the 
Old Gym once they get 
off the bus and then 
immediately head to 
Homeroom for 
attendance.
If your student is a 
parent drop-off in the 
morning, those students 
wait in the cafeteria 
until the bell and can get 
breakfast there as they 
come in before 
Homeroom.


Breakfast is FREE 
for all students.


For information about Free/Reduced Price 
School Meals, click here:







Join the CLMS PTO                                                        


Connect with us!
Thank you! Thank you! A huge thanks 
to everyone who supported the Lyman 
Orchard Pie & Cookie Dough 
fundraiser and to all of the volunteers 
to helped to sort and distribute 
products. Thanks to your 
engagement, we were able to exceed 
our $2,000 fundraising goal and 
donate 16 pies to Waterford Youth & 
Family Services to support holiday 
food baskets!  


   Thank you!


~Kate McDonald, President 
kste78@hotmail.com


Spirit Wear Sale


Just in time for the holidays our Spirit 
Wear store is back! Matt Fiano, CLMS 
parent and owner of North Swell, has 
added some amazing brand new items. 
Shop now through December 7th and 
items will be available before the 
holidays.


Hoodies, joggers, beanies and more!


Happy Shopping!


https://clms.spiritsale.com/


December  2023


8th Grade Committee


Our 8th grade Committee plans to get 
started earlier this year to plan the 8th 
grade dance, promotion and other end 
of year activities. If you are interested in 
joining the committee, please contact 
Therese Foss at: 
maytherese@gmail.com


CLMS Basket Bonanza
We are still looking for people to join the 
Annual Basket Bonanza Planning 
Committee. The Basket Bonanza 
is held in late March and brings in a 
significant portion of the CLMS PTO 
budget. It is always a great night with 
lots of support from the CLMS and 
Waterford communities. We need 
volunteers to help with donation 
solicitation, basket assembly, day of 
logistics and more. Please contact                      
Jen Juliani at jlw0973@yahoo.com


Our next meeting is 


Tuesday, January 16th 


at 5 pm


CLMS Library or 


on Zoom



mailto:kste78@hotmail.com

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fclms.spiritsale.com%2f%3ffbclid%3dIwAR05XEbC1HRvY-mgTbuHn7ZfpbPNIiKkC2lZBQodrL1U-27E9RYrKYktz3Y&c=E,1,iA4w244oSJu3Il5LbrVgIxryd_rfI8aekYi31MvRl6KqnuAAiH0-Uu2h2GXlNzHh7ZzNcf0bY0AHfCi6NkII0oA0RUrOWF8cWBCRA6JRoJyjcpy_9Qi_TA,,&typo=1

mailto:maytherese@gmail.com

mailto:jlw0973@yahoo.com





Did you know that you can support CLMS using Box Tops!?
Just download the app and you can support Clark Lane Middle School with 
purchases made in person or online. Visit https://www.boxtops4education.com/ 
to learn more and see a list of participating products. Thank you!



https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.boxtops4education.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2xZlbRgB4RKcm4LVgl7DA2vblNgb2IEHeAgjYpYwWwKNVa6tZmXasobdo&h=AT2h-lRX3E6xmbjmlAm6HwQjnU7QXmWESgEd3iebcy__yaRJqCAeZ3MDV_vjWZT13g8wN1FZ1p-qgGZ9jaQ6ZcQtCXWw0A9xbljCCbwuDKMzecB1fa3lGmkQ-m7rf3ol0hTMUGSHw8RlDZb8kpUEeYE&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0NoF43NiR_ecIeWwhWJMw6dNS4n8yA7pvxbARfwBqs7TjebOzbAvWCnrNrGSH-vxXNY4IA5oea8dATmFOnOqutUryi_1zAejT6u7FToON3CONyY7jHs89J4pAWbOc9kh9aC5XQlOHXyxyQrZEMNJFp1UP2lrt_e6lPXu0aMW-xQyB2n21N4QPnfu21aEo2A2euCPYDmsJp








